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MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, JANUARY 1830, pg. 26 [BAPTISM]: 
Paidobaptist Richard Baxter said of Baptists: "My sixth argument 
shall be against the usual manner of their baptizing, as it is by 
dipping over head in a river, or other cold water. That which is a 
plain breach of the 6th commandment, 'Thou shalt not kill,' is no 
ordinance of God, but a heinous sin. "And, as Mr. Cradock shows 
in his book of 'Gospel Liberty,' the magistrate ought to restrain it to 
save the lives of his subjects. That this is a flat murder, and no 
better, being ordinarily and generally used, is undeniable to any 
understanding man. And I know not what trick a covetous 
landlord can find out to get his tenants to die apace, that he may 
have new fees and cheriots, likelier than to encourage such 
preachers, that he may get them all to turn Anabaptist.... 

"In a word, it is good for nothing but to dispatch men out of the 
world, that are burdensome, and to ranken church yards. I include, 
if murder be a sin, then dipping ordinarily over head in England is 
a sin; and if those who would make it men's religion to murder 
themselves, and urge it upon their consciences as a duty, are not to 
be suffered as a commonwealth, any more than highway 
murderers, then judge how these Anabaptists, that teach the 
necessity of such dipping, are to be suffered." ("Baxter's Plain 
Scripture Proof," pg. 124) 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, JANUARY 1830, pg. 126-127 [THE 
BIBLE, A Letter to the Editor for the Episcopalian "Philadelphia 
Recorder"]: "Ah! sir, I am afraid of this rising disposition to make 
the word of man supersede the word of God. It looks too much like 
an attempt to substitute the priest for the Divinity. It is too near 
akin to that singular delusion (an honest one I believe in my heart) 
which would prohibit the scriptures from going out in their 
mission of mercy unless a Prayer Book can go along to explain their 
meaning, and prevent them from leading the people into error.... 

"We look to ages past, and call them dark ages, when ministers of 
the gospel were projecting and manufacturing a hundred thousand 



laws and forms and ceremonies, for the promotion of christian 
piety among men. All the while these ministers themselves never 
thought of the Bible; or if they thought of it, they said it is too 
difficult for the common people to understand; or is not sufficient 
to direct and regulate the present age; or whatever they said, they 
must have thought that the cause of truth and piety requires some 
human aid and regulation not provided for in the bible; and so they 
went to work to supply the desideratum. 

They made bad work of it undoubtedly; we all see that; and we cry, 
'Why did not these ministers study the Bible themselves?' and 'Why 
did they not diffuse it among the people?' O! the reason is obvious; 
they actually thought that if the Bible were let loose in the world, it 
would turn the world upside down, and banish all rational piety. 
They have actually told us as much; and that we might more 
readily believe them, they have taken the trouble to have the matter 
decided in presbyteries, synods, and councils, in all the infallible 
dignity which human impotence can confer upon human folly. 

"After all the pious pains of the ministry to keep the Bible from 
doing mischief in the church of god, it at last got out into the world, 
and began its tremendous operations. The people were soon as 
wise as their priests....And, sir, the boast which some of us are so 
fond of flourishing in the face of our Roman Catholic opposers, that 
'the Bible and Bible only, is the religion of Protestants,' will never 
be appropriate until all our 'human Bibles' shall be thrown into the 
fire, or at least dislodged from that place in our churches and our 
schools, which can only be safely occupied by the simple, 
unadulterated oracles [word] of God." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, MARCH 1830, pg. 136-
138 (regarding Campbell's conversion) You are pleased to 
commence with the good old catechism of the church of my grand 
father. I was taught the Westminster, 'Larger and Shorter;' but 
'when I became a man, I put away childish things.'...The question 
is, 'At what instant of time do we enter this kingdom, or come 
under this reign of God, and by what means?' I say, the moment we 
vow allegiance to the King in the constituted way - the moment we 
are naturalized - the moment we are born of water and the Spirit - 



the moment we put on Christ - the instant we are converted, and 
not before.... 

From the age of sixteen I read devoutly, at intervals, the most 
'evangelical' writers. I bought 'Baxter's Call to the Unconverted' and 
'Allen's Alarm,' that I might be converted, hearing them highly 
commended by the pious. Boston's 'Fourfold State,' Newton's, 
Bunyan's, and Hallyburton's 'Memoirs,' and all the converting 
books were sought after and read with avidity. The accompanying 
influences of the Holy Spirit were prayed for most ardently on 
these and other works, as well as on the holy scriptures. After I had 
hope that I was converted, and differed much from those mere 
moralists of whom you speak, who you called prayer and devotion, 
except in a stone house denominated a church, 'fanaticism.' 

After I hoped that I had passed from death to life, I began to 
examine this subject, and with the aid of the great and 'evangelical 
Dr. John Owen.'....his 'Treatise on Independent Church 
Government;' and, above all, his work on the Holy Spirit, in two 
large [volumes]....For the space of one year I read upon this subject 
[faith] alone. Fuller, Bellamy, Hervey, Glass, Sandeman, Cudworth, 
Scott, McLean, Erskine...were not only read, but studied.... 

Although I was considered at the age of twenty-four a much more 
systematic preacher and text expositor than I am now considered, 
and more accustomed to strew my sermons with scores of texts in 
proof of every point, I am conscious that I did not understand the 
New Testament - not a single book of it. Matthew Henry and 
Thomas Scott were my favorite commentators. I read the whole of 
Thomas Scott's commentary in family worship, section by section. I 
began to read the scriptures critically...the Greek article were 
resorted to. While these threw light on many passages, still the 
book as a whole, the religion of Jesus Christ as a whole, was hid 
from me.... 

But, alas! as I learned my Bible I lost my orthodoxy; and from being 
one of the most evangelical in the estimation of many, I became the 
most heretical. Experience has taught me that to get a victory over 
the world, over the love of fame, and to hold in perfect contempt 



human honor, adulation, and popularity, will do more to make the 
new testament intelligible, than all the commentators that ever 

wrote.... 

I differ not from you in the conclusion that the Holy Spirit begins, 
carries on, and consummates the salvation of men. But the question 
is whether independent of, accompanying, or simply BY the word 
of life?" 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, MARCH 1830, pg. 140 (Letter to the 
Editor, signed "N" re. Baptism): "Many a gloomy and melancholy 
hour did I before spend, when my feelings alone were the grounds 
of my hope. Often it was suggested to my mind, 'Would not the 
Bible believed have the same effect on an individual if all that is 
there revealed were a fable;' and sometimes I have been almost 
driven to the position I once heard a pious divine taking that, 'if 
false or true, it was better to be on the safe side of the question.'" 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, APRIL 1830, pg. 146: "Carey 
County, Ky., November, 1829, PERSECUTION BY BAPTISTS], "The 
Baptist church of Christ at Mount Vernon, holding the principles of 
the General Union, dismissed brother C. H. Trabue, not in full 
fellowship, for his stating in his preaching that he believes the Old 
Testament law is fulfilled and of no more power over the sinner, 
and that both saints and sinners are now under no other law but 
the law of Christ - and also, without the liberty of the church, 
hearing of experiences, and baptizing in the bounds of a church." 
(William Payne, Clerk) 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, APRIL 1830, pg. 178-180 [HOLY 
SPIRIT & PREDESTINATION]: Where is the man now living, and 
where is the history of the man now dead, to whom God has 
specially revealed anything in the Oracles but by studying them. 
The students of systems have become learned in systems; and the 
students of the Bible, and none else, have become learned in the 
sacred writings. How many myriads of praying non-readers have 
prayed for light without finding it! How long did John Bunyan, 
Newton, cum mulltis aliis, pray for light without finding it, before 
they betook themselves to the Oracles? How many now pray for 



the spirit to guide them into all truth? And since the apostles died, 
to whom has this prayer been answered? 

Was Newton, Bunyan, Gill, Fuller, Wesley, Calvin, or Luther, or are 
the myriads of preachers now praying for the same favor, led into 
all truth?...The spirit, you will agree with me, teaches Methodists, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, etc., etc., alike. Why, then, do 
they all continue as they were?... 

You say that the result of your inquiries was 'a firm belief that 
without the influence of God's Spirit directly on your heart, you 
could not be saved.'...But would not any other person, who sought 
with equal sincerity, have found all that you found? And if so, why 
do you ascribe it to a special grace in your particular case? The 
Lord promises the Holy spirit to every one who asks, desiring it, 
just as certain as natural parents give good things to their crying 
children.... 

What did you find that was not before written? Any new promise, 
any special promise, any new light, which was not before as 
distinctly and as clearly proposed as God could propose it in 
human language? Had you not faith before you asked, and was not 
this faith a persuasion that God exists, and is the rewarder of all 
who diligently seek him? You could not have asked for anything 
which you did not before believe God had promised to bestow... 

This I knew, for my experience was like yours in this particular. I 
desired to feel a special interest, and for this I prayed.... 

No one in the primitive age ever made such a prayer as you and I 
were taught to make; no one languished then for a day or a week to 
be born again. All were commanded to reform [repent], and 
instantly all who obeyed received forgiveness of sins. Our converts 
are sometimes agonizing before they are born again for months - 
for years. This destroys the figure, and it proves that a false 
philosophy has perverted us from the simplicity of the gospel.... 

The popular doctrine of the Calvinian school...an omnipotent act is 
necessary to produce faith in God....When I see a grain of corn, I am 
willing to say it is the act of omnipotents; but if any man ask me, 



'Does God put forth an act of omnipotence in producing every 
grain of corn?' I answer No: He gave birth to a system that creates 

it." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, MAY 1830, pg. 207-208 [Sermon by 
Mr. Howell based on Jude 5:3 preached in the church in 
Cumberland Street and published in the 'Religious Herald' - 
DENOMINATIONS & BIBLE] "The pride of numbers, and the 
arrogance of wealth and power, led them into the absurdity of 
setting themselves up as an authority to dictate to the world what 
they should and what they should not believe. Secessions from 
Popery have since claimed the same right; and at last, what 
originated in corruption and led missions into hypocrisy, has 
become fashionable in every denomination. Now 'Creeds and 
Confessions of Faith' are almost as numerous as parties themselves. 
In the greater part of these instruments the most opposite and 
contradictory opinions are fearlessly asserted and perseveringly 
maintained....the partisans of each one of those systems defend it 
with the utmost zeal and pertinacity, as being beyond doubt 'the 
faith which was once delivered to the saints.'... 

"They are as certainly false as they are contradictory. The Bible 
reveals but one system of truth....The amount of falsehood and 
human innovation which abounds in them generally, is equal to 
their difference one from another, added to the difference of the 
whole from the word of revelation. To contend then, my brethren, 
for 'Creeds and Confessions' is one thing; and to 'contend for the 
faith' of Jesus Christ as originally delivered is another; and but too 
often they are antipodes of each other. 

"But the question is again asked, 'What do you conceive to be the 
faith referred to in the text?' We reply, the Bible contains it - the 
Bible 'without note or comment.' Not the bible as some take upon 
themselves to interpret it; for there are many professing to be 
ministers of Christ who wrap up the word in much critical acumen; 
so force the meaning even of its plainest passages, and so 
overwhelm its simplicity with distinctions and subdistinctions, 
with technicalities and spiritualities, that they make it speak almost 



anything else than 'the faith which was once delivered to the 
saints.'... 

"Hence denomination after denomination arises, modeled to suit 
the depraved views of men, and the prejudices of the age, with 
little or no regard to the word of God....and the next thing we see 
are 'Creeds and Confessions of Faith.'...If an advocate for truth dare 
expose the absurdity or inconsistency of opinions thus originated, 
immediately as on another occasion, the cry resounds from every 
quarter, 'Great is Diana of the Ephesians!' - Yes, this modern idol 
the foolish and ignorant are taught to believe certainly 'fell down 
from Jupiter,'...But, my brethren, the secret of all this was exposed 
by Paul long since - 'By this craft they have their wealth.' But there 
is also another secret involved in the business, which we will 
expose in its proper place: Honor - fame - popular applause." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, MAY 1830, pg. 209: (Letter to Editor 
from a REFORMING Methodist preacher against CREEDS): "Some, 
it may be, do not tolerate reform because it comes in competition 
with their prepossessions. Ignorance, however, is generally the 
mother of Prejudice. "Like priest, like people," is a very appropriate 
adage for these days of degeneracy. 

"I do most ardently wish that you could accomplish a revolution in 
the creed-making world. The miserable flummery which now fills 
the confessions of faith, and poisons the spirits of millions in 
christendom, should be combated by all the weapons of 
truth....Whosoever walks by the New Testament standard has no 
need for the puny auxiliary of a human creed: whoso follows the 
dictates of a human creed cannot easily obey the mandates of the 
New Testament. 

"There is as much craft (call it "priestcraft," or what you please) in 
the arrogant and unscriptural assumptions of creed-making power, 
as in the pretended infallibility of His Holiness in the chair of St. 
Peter [the Pope]. My soul loathes all such assumptions. Point 
christians to the New Testament, and ask for the proof from that 
holy book....The very circumstance that creed-mongers are always 
at war with each other, and that some of the most bloody civil wars 



have been generated by their conflicting speculations on scripture 
doctrines; and that they have produced as many different systems 
of orthodoxy as they have entertained opinions, renders their 
inspiration very suspicious.... 

"Who, that has ever read a church history, will say that creeds have 
not done infinitely more mischief than they have counteracted or 
prevented?....Let men be convinced that their own works are 
imperfect, and they will be the more easily persuaded that the work 
of God is perfect, without their intermeddling to give it a finishing 
touch." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, MAY 1830, pg. 214: (From an article 
entitled "Historical Sketch" RE BAPTISTS): This denomination is 
distinguished from others by their opinions respecting the mode 
and subjects of baptism. They administer baptism only by 
immersion: and to none but adults. They claim an immediate 
descent from the Apostles, and assert that the constitution of their 
churches is derived immediately from Jesus Christ. Others affirm 
that they had their origin at a much later day, even as late as the 
16th century. The following are the principal sects of Baptists: 

(1) Particular Baptists of England and Wales; (2) General Baptists of 
England and Wales; (3) Mennonites of Holland and other countries; 
(4) Scotch or Weekly Communion Baptists; (5) Associated or 
Calvinistic Baptists of the U.S.; (6) Seventh Day Baptists; (7) Six 
Principle Baptists; (8) Mennonites of America; (9) Tunker Baptists; 
(10) Free Will Baptists; (11) Christian Society; (12) Emancipators; 
(13) Free Communion Baptists....totaling 392,427. 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, MAY 1830, pg. 226: (From "London 
Paper," December 1829 RE BAPTISM) "An extraordinary 
occurrence took place in St. Martin's church on Tuesday last. A 
very amiable young lady named Prossor, who was brought up a 
Dissenter from the Church of England, having attended for a 
considerable time at St. Martin's Church, under the ministry of the 
Rev. Dr. Richards, was anxious to become a communicant with this 
church; but not having been christened, it was necessary she should 
previously undergo that ceremony. 



"She, however, objected to the form of christening, viz, throwing or 
sprinkling water on the fact, as contrary to the language of the 
gospel, as well as to the formula in the prayer book, the former of 
which says, speaking of adults who were baptized by the Apostle, 
"And they straightway went down into the water and were 
baptized," etc., and the latter, speaking of infants, saying, "And they 
shall warily dip them," etc. 

"She therefore applied to Dr. Richards to be allowed at her 
christening that the ceremony might be performed according to 
what she conceived was the literal scriptural meaning of the words 
of the Apostle - by submersion. The Doctor, at first, said it was 
quite impossible, and attempted to convince the lady, by argument, 
that sprinkling was equally efficacious. The Doctor's argument only 
went to convince her that, if baptism were good for any thing at all, 
it was essential that the form adopted by the Saviour and the 
Apostles should be strictly adhered to. 

"In this dilemma it was suggested that, upon an application being 
made to the Bishop of London, he might grant a dispensation to 
have the ceremony performed in the manner the lady desired it - by 
dipping. The application was made, and it was granted. Last 
Tuesday was appointed for the ceremony to take place; and about 
mid-day a large oblong wooden tub was placed close to the 
baptismal font in St. Martin's Church, and the lady made her 
appearance, suitably attired, with woolen under clothing. It was a 
bitter cold day, but the lady was nothing daunted, and the Doctor 
"warily dipped her" over head and ears, after reading the 
appropriate service.... 

"The only instance of baptism by immersion having taken place in 
one of our churches before, occurred at Leicester, and with the 
consent of the Bishop of the diocese." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, JUNE 1830, pg. 276: (Letter to Editor 
signed "Philalethes" RE CREEDS) "Dear Sir: It is very possible that 
there have been in use among the people called Christians for 
upwards of seventeen centuries two instruments of religious 
instruction, very different in their origin....Of these one has been 



devised...and transmitted to his perishing creature man by an 
unerring and compassionate God...In it truth and nothing but truth, 
is to be found....untouched, unaltered, unmixed, uncorrupted by 
any debasing intermixture of human conjectures, fictions, and 
conceits. 

"The other instrument is a human contrivance...who at a very early 
period embraced the religion of Christ and corrupted it. It consists 
generally of some portion, more or less, of revealed truth, mixed up 
in a huge mass of human fables, conjectures, opinions, and fancies. 
In this horrible jumble of divine and human 
conceptions....commentaries, expositions, paraphrases, economies, 
catechisms creeds, confessions....However little impregnated with 
divine truth, or however much crammed with human falsehood, 
nonsense, and reverie....almost universally preferred to that Word 
and Gospel...who greedily devour the pernicious fiction, and 
defend it with all the fury of an excited bigot." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, JUNE 1830, pg. 281: (Article entitled 
"Tobacco" from Philadelphia May 10, 1830) "Tobacco is, in fact, an 
absolute poison. A very moderate quantity introduced into the 
system - even applying the moistened leaves over the stomach - has 
been known very suddenly to extinguish life. The Indians of our 
own country were well aware of its poisonous effects, and were 
accustomed, it is said, on certain occasions, to dip the points of their 
arrows in an oil obtained from the leaves, which being inserted into 
the flesh, occasioned sickness and fainting, or even convulsions and 
death." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, JULY 1830, pg. 292-293: (Reply to 
Letter to the Editor by S. Clack RE. CREEDS & CLERGY): You ask, 
"who authorized you to say all that I have said against creeds and 
the clergy?". I answer, the New Testament. It condemns both, and 
in language as strong and as forcible as I have ever used. You 
might as well ask me who ever authorized me to say anything 
against the Man of Sin and Son of Perdition. Is it possible at this 
time of day that you will defend human creeds and human 
clergy?... 



I will join you in killing Agag or Campbellism or whatever you 
please to call it, as cordially as ever....Call not the weekly meeting 
of the disciples Campbellism, and keeping Agag alive. In a word, 
call not any institution of Jesus Christ Campbellism. Every 
Campbellism, every invention of mine which you will point out to 
me I will help you to burn or drown or exile as the case may 
require.... 

But, brother Clack, your calling immersion for the remission of sins, 
or any other apostolic institution Campbellism, or as opinion of 
mine, is like telling me that the divine mission of Moses, or that the 
sonship of the Lord Jesus, or the resurrection of the dead are but 
opinions of mine." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, JULY 1830, pg. 297: [The 
Bible] God's instrument of instruction subverts at once all the 
arrogant and exclusive pretensions of the self-created order of men 
called the Clergy. Qualifying and empowering every saint, faithful 
man or believer to do every act of which Christ's work consists, it 
leaves no peculiar, no exclusive labor for the men to perform who 
have for many ages arrogated to themselves the designation of 
'God's lot,' [chosen to preach], and the exclusive performance of all 
the most lucrative, dignified and important functions of Christ's 
kingdom. It reduces every member of Christ's family to his proper 
place; that is, to the place to which his knowledge, faith, love, 
obedience, and service assign him. 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, JULY 1830, pg. 298: [THE 
BIBLE] saves time. Small is the portion of time and labor that any 
person who seeks religious information by consulting his Bible 
directly will be compelled to expend in order to acquire a sufficient 
quantity of it, in comparison of the time and labor which he must 
waste who seeks his religious instruction from creeds, confessions, 
catechisms, tracts, pamphlets, lecture...commentaries....The former 
will acquire more religious knowledge in one hour than the latter 
will grabble out of his human repositories in months. Indeed, to 
attempt to collect religious information from such means, is to 
murder time." 



MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, AUGUST 1830, PG. 342-343: 
(Comments of Campbell while traveling RE. HOLY SPIRIT): While 
at P.R.S. I met with a young brother, about 19 years of age, who 
had been immersed a few months previous by a traveling christian 
minister, and turned loose upon the world. He said he had not 
joined any church yet because he knew not which to join - that he 
had, for the most part attended with the Methodists: but thought he 
should now try some others and then join where he could feel the 
best. 

For about two weeks, he said, he had been very much impressed 
that he must preach, and was then thinking seriously about 
commencing an excursion - of going into the neighboring towns to 
hold meetings. I asked him what would be his message - what he 
would say. He could not tell. I asked him why he believed in Christ 
- what were the evidences of the scriptures' containing a revelation 
from Heaven; and what would he say to the infidel who should 
question it? He could not tell. 

Not long after this I attended a meeting where this young brother 
was present and made a speech. His story was, 'What the Lord has 
done for my soul!' He felt, and he felt - he kneeled down beside a 
little rock, and took hold of a little tree; and he felt, and he felt. This 
was the burden of all that he said - How like a majority of the 
"called" and "sent" ministers of our times! 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, AUGUST 1830, pg. 
356 REPENTENCE: The best translators [of the Bible] prefer 
"reformation" to "repentance;" because the Greek language, as you 
well know, has a different term for each. We only substitute 
reformation for repentance where the Greek term "metanoia" or its 
correlations are found. It is not optional with us. Repentance is not 
reformation, nor is reformation repentance. 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, AUGUST 1830, pg. 359 WORKS]: 
Grace is not lawless. It is not an anomaly in the universe. There are 
the laws of matter, the laws of mind, the laws of morality, and the 
laws of Grace." We should not marvel at the phrase, "the laws of 
favor." The law of the spirit of life is as much a law, as the law of 



attraction, or the laws of work. No man is an object of mercy who is 
not in distress. Hence favor cannot be shown but upon objects of a 
certain character.....He that would have the experience, the peace, 
hope, love, and joy of a christian must put himself under the law of 
Christ. 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, AUGUST 1830, pg. 366 - 
368 [PRESBYTERIANS & EPISCOPALIANS]: Within the last ten 
days I...proclaimed the old gospel for the purpose of converting 
men to God. On these two occasions thirty persons obeyed the 
gospel, were immersed for the remission of their sins, and 
translated into the kingdom of God's own Son. Many of these 
converts had no more intention of obeying the gospel one hour 
before, than I now have of becoming a Presbyterian. Nor can it be 
said that they were ignorant, and unlearned persons, an easy prey 
to error, enthusiasts, or weak-minded. 

They were a fair average of the whole community. They were of 
both sexes, from eighteen to sixty years of age. Amongst them was 
one lawyer, one physician, and some of them were in full 
communion in Methodists, Presbyterian, and Episcopalian 
churches. Some of them had lately been skeptics in all religion, and 
one of them on the morning of the day of his conversion reviled 
and spoke evil of the ancient gospel. I left these converts rejoicing 
in God, in their new relation to him, in the pardon of their sins, and 
in being the adopted sons and daughters of the Lord God 
Almighty. 

Nor could it be said that there was any thing like what is called "a 
revival" in those vicinities. One of them, where I immersed eighteen 
persons, was a Presbyterian settlement.... 

There are many persons who are said to proclaim the ancient 
gospel, and who think they are proclaiming it, who are only talking 
about it....They are both useful; the former to convert men from the 
sects - the latter to convert them to God - the one to pull down 
systems, the other to make and build up christians.... 

Some of the preachers of the gospel preach more than the ancient 
gospel. They launch out into matters pertaining to the designs of 



ancient prophecy, which they do not so well understand. They also 
go into details of christian teaching or doctrine, and the internal 
affairs of Christ's kingdom. All these may be useful, and on some 
occasions necessary, but belong not to the proclamation of the 
gospel.... 

In presenting the gospel...there are only a few topics which 
rightfully belong to it. These are faith, repentance or reformation, 
immersion of the remission of sins, the Holy Spirit, and external 
life..... 

When persons are converted to God, they ought forthwith to be 
separated from the world into societies called congregations, and 
the ancient order of things, the ordinances, manners, and customs 
of the christian kingdom given them. They are best prepared to 
receive the institutes of the great King when they have just recently 
vowed allegiance to him. While the metal is warm, cast it into the 
mould....Let them meet every Lord's day to praise the Lord, to 
celebrate his death and resurrection, to invoke his name, to hear his 
voice, and to converse on the things pertaining to his kingdom and 
glory.... 

'Tis better to stay in one place until so many are converted as can 
take care of one another, and let no more belong to one church than 
can conveniently meet every Lord's day. THE OLD, CROOKED, 
MISHAPEN CONVERTS ARE SELDOM AN ADVANTAGE TO 
THE NEW CONVERTS, especially to such as are converted to God 
by the old gospel. THEY ARE TOO DRY, STIFF, FORMAL, 
CEREMONIOUS, AND UNTRACTABLE. There are many 
exceptions it is true; but not enough to make it a safe course always 
to couple the lambs and kids to these old sheep.... 

Tell them bishops were never chosen to baptize, to break the loaf of 
blessing, nor to concentrate the cup of salvation. The Lord 
consecrated these and gave them to his disciples, not to priests. Tell 
them that churches existed without, and before bishops in the 
ancient times - and that "disciples came together on the first day of 
the week to break the loaf." 



MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, AUGUST 1830, pg. 369 [HOLY 
SPIRIT]: (Letter to Editor from Elihu): "I am not a little astonished 
to hear from all quarters that you deny that the Holy spirit has any 
influence upon the soul in converting it. Of this sentiment I 
acknowledge I have found no indications....Indeed, I feel confident 
you cannot believe such a proposition, for certainly you cannot 
think that the spirit of God is inferior to the spirit of man. 

"Have not Luther, Calvin, Arminius and Wesley influenced and 
inspired their followers with their respective spirits? Are not their 
followers more ardent in their aspirations to resemble their masters 
than to resemble the Chief among Ten Thousands, who was holy, 
harmless and undefiled, full of mercy and of good fruits? And do 
they not breathe forth the spirit of the founders as fully as ever did 
child resemble parent? 

"I am also, on another account, astonished that your opponents 
should deny the sufficiency of the written Oracle of God to make 
disciples to the Lord, while they contend that you have discipled 
many, and inspired them with your spirit, by your written word, 
though they have never seen you. Strange that they should feel 
your spirit and power to the ends of this country, put forth in your 
written word, and that God could not make men feel his Spirit and 
power by his written word! 

"Your opponents, if they saw it, honor your word more than the 
word of God: for they say it is a more potent instrument! I 
sometimes think that if the advocates for sects and creeds were to 
contend for them as zealously as your friends contend for the New 
Testament, they would be considered as influenced by the Holy 
Spirit. Indeed, sir, I have always considered God as speaking to me 
by his Spirit whenever I read or hear his word; and I think myself 
influenced by his Spirit in proportion as I am disposed to obey his 
word." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, AUGUST 1830, pg. 377: (Response 
to woman saying she belonged to a dead church.) From my heart I 
pity the living who are united to the dead. It is to live in a charnel 
house. Churches without the life of religion re whited sepulchres. I 



had rather meet with pious Negroes [slaves] under a tree, or in a 
wigwam, than with kings and priests having the name without the 
power of religion. 'Come out from among them and be separate, 
and touch not the unclean, and I will receive you, and you shall be 
my sons and daughters,' saith the Lord Almighty. 

Why cannot those who fear God meet at one another's houses, and 
speak one to another, read his Oracles, sing and pray together, and 
upon the Lord's day too? And why may they not, in such 
circumstances, unite around the Lord's table? Rather than be 
enrolled among such formalists, would it not be better for those 
who fear God, to find one another out, and agree to meet by 
themselves, and worship God in spirit and in truth? Would the 
saints in heaven, or the angels of God, or the Lord of glory 
condemn them for doing this, rather than for having a pew and a 
pulpit, and the dry forms, without the love of God and the 
fellowship of the saints? It is better first to try for reform; but when 
reform cannot be obtained, it is a sin against Heaven and ourselves 
to continue among them who care for nothing but the name." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 391-392: 
(WORSHIP In travel diary) Lord's day June 27th: Attended worship 
with the disciples in M. Their meeting-house is a plain, one story, 
brick building, 52 by 42 feet, furnished with seats. The males on one 
side, and the females on the other. While the assembly were coming 
in, several hymns were sung. At length Bishop R. arose - read John 
15th chapter and prayed. Another hymn was sung - Bishop R. then, 
after making some introductory remarks, named for his subject 
"Obedience." He exhibited Jesus as the Lord of Lords and King of 
Kings - considered the gospel as addressed to all without exception, 
who hear it; and enforced its exhortations with the promise of life 
and salvation. His discourse was one hour and three quarters in 
length; 

....at the close of which he said, "If there be any here present who 
wish to obey the gospel, they will come forward while we are 
singing a hymn." Two sisters came forward - one a married lady, 
the other about 14 years of age. After a short prayer, Bishop R. said, 
"We will now repair immediately to the water." At the water, on the 



candidates presenting themselves, he addressed them thus: "Do 
you believe with all your heart that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God?" They answered, "I do." Then, taking each by the hand, they 
went down both into the water, when saying - "By the authority of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins, I immerse you into the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit" - he immersed them. 

On returning to the meeting-house, about one hundred disciples 
sat down to the table of the Lord (which is their weekly practice) 
and commemorated his dying love. Traveler joined with them. 
During this exercise, they sung several hymns and spiritual songs. 
None seemed sad - none wore other than a cheerful countenance - 
never before, as now, was the exhortation of the Apostle so much 
impressed upon my mind: 'Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I 
say rejoice.' 

But here, in copying, I break short off, to address my Baptist 
brethren from another place." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 393-394: 
(METHODISTS, PRESBYTERIANS) From journal of Francis) June 
30th: "'Disciples,' yes; this is the name by which they call one 
another. 'The congregation of disciples in M. in W. in N.L.' etc. 
They speak of obeying the gospel - of obeying it, by being 
immersed for the remission of their sins....Yes, disciples of Christ! 
They own no other master, and to call them by the name of any 
man is to calumniate them.... 

"In the month of March last, Brother Thomas Campbell addressing 
the congregation at E. on loving,, not only in word and in tongue; 
but in deed and in truth - observed, "We should not say to our 
brothers, Be ye warmed, and be ye fed, without giving them those 
things which are necessary for them.' Another Brother M. arose and 
said, 'The doctrine is good;' and inquired whether the disciples 
knew of any one among them, to whose necessities they might 
administer. A sister D. was named, of the Methodist church. They 
very next day Brother M. for his part sent the flour of a bushel of 
wheat, some dried peaches, etc.....The same evening several others 
arose; among whom were the wife of Brother M. then a 



Presbyterian, and two of the children of Dr. D. Brother M. previous 
to this, was a frequent reviler of the Bible, and of those who 

believed in it.... 

"This Dr. D. was so much exercised when his sectarian shackles 
began to break, when introduced into the liberty of the gospel, that 
he could not sleep - after retiring to bed, he got up and read his 
Bible, and sung, and prayed one whole night.... 

"Soon after the last of Judge C's children obeyed the gospel, Bishop 
R. being apprized that he had indulged many fears of this way, 
turned to him and asked what he thought of it. He burst into tears 
and replied, 'Who am I that I should withstand God?'. Judge C. 
also, is now numbered with the disciples. 

"There is, indeed, a charm and a power in the ancient gospel, which 
they who oppose it know not of. It is producing wonders. Churches 
are springing up like corn all over the country by its influences. 
Since writing the above, I have myself seen a Methodist minister 
submit to the yoke of Jesus who went home in his wet clothes, not 
having calculated to be immersed when he came to the place of 
hearing. On the same day, an elder, also of high standing in the 
Presbyterian church; and subsequently several others, both male 
and female. But believe not merely on human testimony; call no 
man master; take nothing upon trust; believe Christ, believe Peter, 
believe Paul." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 394-
395: (Extracts from Carlile's Life of Paine, selected by A. Traveler.) 
"Dr. Franklin, in a letter addressed to Mrs. McCom his sister (1748) 
says: 'Tis pity that good works, among some sorts of people, are so 
little valued, and good words admired in their stead. I mean 
seemingly pious discourses instead of benevolent actions....' 

"Thomas Jefferson, in a letter to Dr. Priestly, (dated Washington, 
April 9th, 1803) says of Christ: 'His character and doctrines have 
received still greater injury from those who pretend to be his 
spiritual disciples, and who have disfigured and sophisticated his 
actions and precepts from views of personal interest, so as to 
induce the unthinking part of mankind to throw off the whole 



system in disgust, and pass sentence as an imposter on the most 
innocent, the most benevolent, the most eloquent and sublime 

character that has ever been exhibited to man.' 

"Carlile remarks: 'Hired priests, no doubt, consider themselves in a 
measure bound to deal out to their hearers a great deal of school 
divinity, consisting of perplexing metaphysics, in order to convince 
them [congregations] that they get the worth of their money. Plain 
morality would not command a high price among those who are in 
search of mysteries, miracles, and spiritual nonentities." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 
399: [CREEDS] fetter scriptural inquiry. The people, artfully 
seduced to believe that they cannot understand God's message 
without the explanatory labors of the clergy, are naturally deterred 
from inquiring what it means or declares to them (than which a 
more pernicious falsehood was never propagated on earth). But 
beside suppressing individual and private inquiry, and tempting 
unthinking creatures to despise Christ's express command to read, 
search and meditate the Scriptures in order to procure religious 
information, it makes them depend on the notions, opinions, and 
tales of the Clergy, instead of God's immediate and explicit 
declarations for their faith and practices and, of course, for the 
salvation of their souls. 

Yes, multitudes - millions are prevented by this cruel deception 
from reading and consulting daily, as their best interest, not less 
than their bounden duty requires, God's inspired instrument of 
instruction, and are betrayed to depend for their religious 
information on the stated uninspired harangues of fallible men. To 
this fatal delusion, to this gross falsehood, that the Bible, in order to 
be understood by the illiterate, needs the explanatory labors of the 
clergy, or of any human being, more than to any other cause, are 
the most astonishing and most lamentable ignorance and inefficacy 
of that book to be ascribed. 

Were the Bible, instead of being undervalued, neglected, and 
almost contemned, esteemed, praised, recommended, and 



exclusively sought and trusted to, how different would its effects 
on the human race become." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 414: 
(PROPHECIES written by "Daniel"): "A gentleman of equal 
respectability, writing from Constantinople more recently, says that 
he 'heard of a great number of ships being hired by the Jews to 
convey them to Jerusalem.' He found they were going in 
expectation of the near coming of their Messiah. He adds that 
thousands of families were preparing to embark from all quarters. 
Another letter from the south of Europe, dated last November, 
confirms these statements and adds that "their expectations of the 
Messiah is the reason openly given" at all events it is certain that 
great numbers have actually embarked, whatever may be the 
motive that has influenced them." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 427-428: 
(BISHOPS) Great is the love for titles....The world, too, not only 
bestows ecclesiastical titles, as in the case of religious doctorates, 
but salutes members of churches by their official names, as 
commonly as a private in the army addresses his commander by 
his official designation. At a militia muster in one place, we heard 
of one citizen introducing to another Captain A, Deacon B, Major C, 
and the Rev. D. with as much pertinency to custom and inclination 
as ever did a father call his sons by the name which he had given 
them. 

To lower the haughty pretensions of those who claim to themselves 
a politically patented episcopacy, as well as to put out of 
countenance the arrogant title of Reverend and to call things by 
their proper names, we recommend the term 'bishop' as the 
common scriptural designation of all persons having the oversight 
of a christian community. The Presbyterians and Baptists had long 
ago assumed in their creeds this name or title as a proper 
designation of the person or persons who had the oversight of a 
congregation; but from a peculiar fastidiousness of taste permitted 
the Methodists and Episcopalians to appropriate it to an officer 
which the Lord Jesus never instituted. 



In our tongue the term OVERSEER is that corresponding to the 
obsolete Saxon PISCOP or bishop, and the Greek EPISCOPUS. But 
we discover the same abuse of the term is likely to prevail among 
us, as that which we opposed in others, viz. the application of it in 
an appropriated sense to persons not sustaining the office of a 
christian overseer in a christian congregation. For this cause, and to 
reform from this rage for titular distinctions, we are constrained to 
regard the term obsolete, and to disclaim the use and acceptation of 
it. We can no longer in good conscience, apply it to many who are 
so designated, nor accept it as due to ourselves. 

A congregation of christians may have, and as soon as it can ought 
to have, its presidents and servants, or overseers and public 
servants, in the common version called bishops and deacons; but 
that we should call every leader, preacher, or teacher a president or 
overseer, is to abuse the scripture style and to flatter the vanity of 
those who love fine titles as young Misses love fine clothes. 

For my own part, not sustaining at this time the particular 
oversight of any one congregation, I cannot consent to the 
application of the term to myself: and if I did, I know of no reason 
which should attach to my name the term bishop or overseer 
always and in all places, more than the term editor or farmer. My 
name is Alexander Campbell, and by this alone I choose to be 
known among men. Neither Mr. or Rev. nor Bishop, accord with 
my feelings, calling, nor the cause which I plead. I am sometimes 
doing the work of a farmer, of an editor, of an evangelist, of a 
teacher, of a mechanic, a merchants, and of a post-master. No 
official name better than that of a public servant could designate 
my various labors, and that carries with it no distinction, and is 
therefore useless. 

It will save ink, paper, labor, and time to designate me by the name 
by which I expect to be addressed by the angels and by the Saviour 
and Judge of men; and as there is no other person in this vicinity 
with whom I can be confounded, there is no necessity for a title or 
epithet of any sort whatever. 



Some of our acquaintance would, methinks, look very much 
abashed to be saluted in the Great Day with the title Reverend, 
Elder, Bishop or Deacon by Him who will "render to every man 
according to his works!' And how the Doctors of Divinity will hang 
their heads in the presence of that Paul whom they have so often 
misquoted, and of that Saviour, whose command, "Be not called 
Rabbi," they have so often contemned; imagination cannot paint, 
nor ink and paper describe." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 
429: CREEDS (From the "National Gazette, Philadelphia, quoting 
'Madden's Travels in Turkey, Egypt, Nubia and Palestine'.) "To 
convert, it is thought, is to civilize....Our Missionaries....relied on 
the abstruse dogmas of the church rather than on the mild 
doctrines of Christianity for persuasion. The Turk had to digest the 
Trinity before he was acquainted with the beautiful mortality of the 
Gospel. The Greek had to stomach the abuse of "the holy fire," 
before he was made sensible of the advantages of a purer worship. 
The Catholic had to listen to the defamation of his creed before he 
was convinced of a more rational religion; and if they were so 
successful as to shake him in his faith, he had then to decide 
whether he would be a Methodist, or a Presbyterian, or a Calvinist, 
or an English Protestant, or a German Lutheran; for our 
missionaries in Egypt and Syria are of as many conflicting sects." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, SEPTEMBER 1830, pg. 429-430: 
[WORSHIP] Wellsburg, containing about 90 members; Bethany 80, 
the Cove 35, King's Creek 53. In...parts of Pennsylvania - Pittsburgh 
90 members, Noblestown 45, Eldersville 36, Claysville 16, Hickory 
35. In Ohio - Steubenville 30, Smithfield 35, Cadiz 29, Grave Creek, 
Va. 36, Wheeling just commenced 12. None of these are more than 
38 miles from Bethany. some of them within a few months have 
commenced, and all of them are without any Bishop, or public 
teacher, properly so called. 

They all meet every Lord's day to break the loaf of blessing, to 
commemorate the death and resurrection of Jesus, to unite in every 
part of christian worship, and to be instructed by the Apostles' 
teaching, watching over, and edifying one another in love. Of these 



fourteen congregations, containing together 624 MEMBERS, about 
350 were immersed during the last year, ending August last. In this 
district of country not more than three public advocates were 
employed, and these only occasionally during the year. 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, OCTOBER 1830, pg. 439 
[DENOMINATIONS]: (Answer to Letter to the Editor by Amicus): 
The Baptists differ nothing from the most aspiring sectaries in our 
country, save in immersion. They are immersed Presbyterians and 
Episcopalians and, with some exception, are as worldly and as 
secular in their managements as the sects from which they sprang. 
They have the same thirst for...splendid meetings-houses, pew 
rents, vestry rooms, singer choirs, and presbyteries, according to 
their means, as any other sect in this country....Not so were the 
Baptists of former times. But....having many proselytes from other 
sects, they have in their fraternity the leaven of all other sects. 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, OCTOBER 1830, pg. 450:  
[DENOMINATIONS] (Letter from T. M. Henley, Essex, Va., 
September 6, 1830): "Dear Sir - It is well known in old Virginia, that 
after I read the Christian Baptist...I renounced the antichristian and 
corrupt systems of sectarianism. This drew down the wrath of 
some of the priests and elders upon me, and they spared no means 
that our laws would not lay hold of them for using to destroy my 
usefulness. Since which time I have the pleasure of saying there are 
now a number of New Testament disciples that have moral courage 
enough openly and publicly to advocate the restoration of the 
ancient apostolic gospel." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, OCTOBER 1830, pg. 454-455: 
[HOLY SPIRIT] (From article entitled "Metaphysical Regeneration: 
Fullerism Exposed.") "'The Holy Spirit imparts to the mind a holy 
susceptibility and relish for the truth, in consequence of which we 
discern its glory and embrace it' (Appendix to Fuller's Gospel, 
worthy of all acceptation, pg. 204)....The kernel of Fullerism is 
found in the following words, page 206, 'Though holiness is 
frequently ascribed in the Scriptures to a spiritual perception of the 
truth; yet that spiritual perception itself, in the first instant, is 
ascribed to the influence of the Holy Spirit upon the heart.' By 'the 



heart' Mr. Fuller means the metaphorical use of the word in our 
own times - viz. the will and the affections as contradistinguished 
from the understanding. This is not the biblical use of the term as 
we shall show: therefore, to apply to the heart as thus defined all 
that the Scriptures say about it, is delusive and sophistical in the 
highest degree. 

"The great Dr. Owen says, 'The heart, in Scripture, is variously 
used: sometimes for the mind and understanding; sometimes for 
the will; sometimes for the affections; sometimes for the conscience; 
sometimes for the whole soul' (On Indwelling Sin, chap. iii). But let 
the reader examine the following Scriptures, and a hundred others 
referred to in marginal references, and judge for himself: Deut. 4:39, 
Psalm 14:1, Prov. 10:8; 15:28, 16:9, 19:21; Eccles. 8:5, Jer. 24:7, Matt. 
13:15, Mark 2:6,8; Luke 10:19, 35. In these and many others the heart 
is said to be wise, to reason, to consider, to doubt, to meditate, to 
study, to ponder, to discern, to understand, etc. 

"Judge then, how great the sophism must be which applies to the 
will and affections all that is said in the Scriptures concerning the 
heart! The Spirit of God first operates upon the heart, upon the will 
and the affections, and then upon the understanding, according to 
Mr. Fuller. The metaphysical regeneration, for which the English 
and American Fullerites contend, is this: The Spirit of God first 
operates upon the heart; i.e. as defined by Fuller, upon the will and 
affections, and then upon the understanding. In other words, he 
makes the soul to love and relish the truth, and then to perceive it! 

"To open Lydia's heart was, according to him, to open Lydia's 
affection. 'Then opened he their understanding that they might 
understand the Scriptures?' This was to pen their will and 
affections! But not according to this philosophy spake the disciples 
of Jesus: 'Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked with us, 
and opened to us the scriptures?'. to open the Scriptures or the 
understanding, is the same thing in the Scripture style; but to open 
the will or the affections belongs to no style save that of Andrew 
Fuller. 



MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, OCTOBER 1830,pg.469-470 
BAPTISM QUOTES: 

GEORGE WHITFIELD on John 3:5, vol. 4, pg. 355, "Does not this 
verse urge the absolute necessity of water baptism? Yes: when it 
may be had. But how God will deal with persons unbaptized we 
cannot tell." 

JOHN WESLEY, Preservative, pg. 146-150, "By baptism we enter 
into covenant with God; an everlasting covenant; are admitted into 
the church; made members of Christ; made the children of God. By 
water, as the means, the water of baptism, we are regenerated or 
born again." 

MATTHEW HENRY, Presbyterian, Treatise on Baptism, pg. 12, 40, 
42, "In baptism our names are engraved upon the heart of this 
Great High Priest....God doth in this ordinance seal and make over 
to us all the benefits of the death of Christ....Baptism seals the 
promise of God's being to me a God." 

ABRAHAM BOOTH, Paidobaptism Examined, pg. 63, Newark Ed. 
1805: "If in baptism, then, there be an expressive emblem of perfect 
purification from sin, immersion must be the mode of 
administration; because nothing short of that represents a total 
washing. I may here venture to appeal to the common sense of 
mankind, whether pouring or sprinkling a little water on the face, 
or the whole body, be better adapted to excite the idea of an entire 
cleansing?" 

VITRINGA, Observat Sac. Tom. 1:50, 2:6-9, "The ancient christian 
church from the highest antiquity after the apostolic times, appears 
generally to have thought that baptism is absolutely necessary for 
all that would be saved by the grace of Jesus Christ. 

DR. OWEN, On Justification, ch. 2, pg. 173, "Most of the ancients 
concluded that baptism was no less necessary unto salvation, than 
faith or repentance itself." 

Below are Reformed Churches: 



CONFESSION OF BOHEMIA: "We believe that whatsoever by 
baptism is in the outward ceremony signified and witnessed all 
that doth the Lord God perform inwardly. That is, he WASHETH 
AWAY SIN, begetteth a man again, and bestoweth salvation upon 
him: For the bestowing of these excellent fruits was holy baptism 
given and granted to the church." 

CONFESSION OF AUGSBURG: "Concerning baptism they teach 
that it is necessary to salvation, as a ceremony ordained of Christ: 
also, by baptism the grace of God is offered." 

CONFESSION OF SAXONY: "I baptize thee; that is, I do witness 
that by this dipping thy sins be washed away, and that thou art 
now received of the true God." 

CONFESSION OF WHITTENBURG: "We believe and confess that 
baptism is that sea, into the bottom whereof, as the prophet saith, 
God doth cast all our sins." 

CONFESSION OF HELVETIA: "To be baptized in the name of 
Christ, is to be enrolled, entered and received into the covenant and 
family, and so into the inheritance of the sons of God; that is to say, 
to be called the sons of God, to be purged also from the filthiness of 
sins, and to be endued with the manifold grace of God, for to lead a 
new and innocent life." 

CONFESSION OF SUEVELAND: "As touching baptism, we confess 
that it is the font of regeneration, washeth away sins and saveth us. 
But all these things we do understand, as St. Peter doth interpret 
them 1 Peter 3:21." 

WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY: "Before baptism, the minister is to use 
some words of instruction showing that it is instituted by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; that it is a seal of the covenant of grace, of our 
ingrafting into Christ, and of our union with him, of remission of 
sins, regeneration, adoption, and life eternal." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, OCTOBER 1830, pg. 
474 [BAPTISM]: In the last "Christian Messenger" [edited by Barton 
W. Stone], the editor remarks to a correspondent, that he "will not 



contend that unbaptized persons are christians in the full sense of 
that term." Unbaptized persons are, at best, then, only almost, but 
not altogether christians. Why, then, teach them that they are safe, 
because the thief on the cross and all who were saved before there 
was any institution for remission were saved without immersion? 
Would it not be as good logic to say that men may be saved 
without faith, because infants are saved without faith, as to say that 
men may in this world enjoy the salvation of God without 
immersion because the thief on the cross enjoyed the future 
salvation without immersion? 

To his correspondent he further says, page 236, "I had remarked 
that we could pray with unimmersed, holy people, and praise and 
perform every act of divine worship with such; and that I found 
nothing in scripture to forbid me to commune with them at the 
Lord's table. You condemn this sentiment, and contend that 
christians should not join with unimmersed persons in any act of 
worship; for in doing so they would be joining with idolatrous 
worshippers; as all worship, not instituted by God, is idolatry. To 
my unknown brother, I refer my former number on this subject; 
hoping that he may yet see that the best method of reforming our 
fellow creatures in error is to wield the powerful arms of truth, love 
and forbearance towards them." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, NOVEMBER 1830, pg. 482-
483 [FEELINGS OF BEING SAVED]: [Mr. Fuller] says on page 13 
[against "christian experience"] "If the attention of the awakened 
sinner, instead of being directed to Christ, be turned inward, and 
his mind be employed in searching for evidence of his conversion, 
the effect must to say the least, be uncomfortable and may be fatal, 
as it may lead him to make a righteousness of his religious feelings, 
instead of looking out of himself to the Saviour. 

"Nor is this all: If the attention of christians be turned to their own 
feelings instead of the things which should make them feel, it will 
reduce their religion to something vastly different from that of the 
primitive christians. such truths as the following were the life of 
their spirits. 'Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners - 



Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, and was buried 
and rose again the third day according to the scriptures...' etc. 

But by the turn of thought, and strain of conversation in many 
religious connexions of the present day, it would seem as if these 
things had lost their influence. They are become "dry doctrines," 
and the parties must have something else. The elevation and 
depression of their hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, is with them 
the favorite theme. The consequence is, as might be expected, a 
living to themselves rather than to him that died and rose again; 
and a mind either elated by unscriptural enjoyment, or depressed 
by miserable despondency. It is not by thinking and talking of the 
sensations of hunger, but by feeding on the living aliment, that we 
are filled and strengthened. 

Page 15, he says: "Past experiences can no otherwise be an evidence 
of grace to us, than as the remembrance of them rekindles the same 
sentiments and feelings anew. But to object to all peace of mind 
arising from a conscientiousness of having done the will of God, 
and to denominate it 'confidence in the flesh,' is repugnant to the 
whole tenor of scripture. A system may contain much important 
truth, and yet be blended with so much error as to destroy its 
salutary efficacy. Mr. Sandeman has expunged from christianity a 
great deal of false religion; but whether he has exhibited that of 
Christ and his Apostles, is another question." 

But the misfortune is that Mr. Fuller sometimes contradicts himself. 
After, in page 7, agreeing with Mr. Sandeman in those positions 
which I have quoted from him, in page 28 he contradicts himself: 
"If," says he, "it be meant to deny that any deed or thought on the 
part of man is necessary in the established order of things, or that 
sinners are presented spotless before God without a deed or a 
thought on the subject, it is very false, and goes to deny the 
necessity of faith to salvation; fur surely no man can be said to 
believe in Christ without thinking of him...." 

In his Strictures on Sandemanianism, written some years 
afterwards, he says, page 135: "Though in a general sense it be true 
that we are regenerated by believing the gospel, yet in a more 



particular sense it is equally true that we are regenerated in order 
to [have] it." Mr. Fuller has a general regeneration to offer to his 
opponents when he is pressed by their arguments, and a particular 
regeneration for himself. 

This particular or strict regeneration he defines to be "a real 
physical work, whereby the Holy Spirit imparts spiritual life to the 
souls of all who are truly regenerated" pg. 132. He adds, "When 
God created the soul of man originally in righteousness and true 
holiness, I suppose it must be allowed to have been a physical 
work. Man certainly was not induced by motives to be righteous 
any more than to be rational." The doctrine then is, God made man 
righteous as he made him rational without any moral means, and 
now he makes or creates him anew, or regenerates him without any 
means other than he employed in making man rational, or in 
creating man at first. 

This philosophy is most unphilosophic, and what is incomparably 
worse, it makes the Word of God of non-effect. Mechanical power 
is employed upon what already exists; but physical power, when 
referred to God, denotes such energy as was displayed in 
originating the heavens and the earth, or such power as was 
displayed in causing an ear to grow on Malchus, an arm or limb 
upon a maimed person, or the infusion of life into Lazarus, Dorcus, 
and the son of the widow of Nain. To talk of a physical work upon 
the soul is, in my humble opinion, preposterous in the extreme. 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, DECEMBER 1830, pg. 
532 [CREEDS]: (Continuation of article by Philalethes on 
Scriptures) [Creeds, etc.] "This human contrivance offers to that 
God who has himself condescended to become our instructor, the 
grossest insult. For what greater insult can we offer to our Maker, 
than to prefer an instrument of instruction of our own devising, to 
one prepared and sent us by him, or to employ the former in the 
place of the latter? For my part, I can conceive none." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, DECEMBER 1830, pg. 550-551: 
(Article submitted by "F"): "I have recently read the LIFE OF ELIAS 
SMITH,405 pages, 12 months, published AD 1816. I cannot but 



regard him as a good man, and as having been persecuted for 
righteousness' sake. He was born, he tells us, June 19th, 1769, in the 
town of Lyme in Connecticut - parents poor - advantages for 
education quite limited; but well improved. In the month of May 
1789, he was baptized by Elder William Grow, a Baptist minister - 
subsequently became a Baptist preacher himself. Dr. Baldwin 
preached at his ordination. He was installed at Woburn, Mass. 
November 1798. Preached up Calvinistic election. 

"Observing the bad effects, he was led to a careful and candid 
examination of the doctrine - result that it was not the doctrine of 
Christ, and determined to give it up as wrong - soon after this, 
reduced all his religion to two things: 'Believe right' and 'Do right.' 
'This,' says he, 'laid the foundation for examining every part of the 
doctrine by the Scriptures; and in consequence of this, for many 
years, the ignorant, the partial, and the dishonest have considered 
me a heretic, and some have said, Not fit to live. 

"Treated badly at W - Left - Read some Universalist works - 
embraced Universalism for fifteen days, and then renounced it, and 
with this, all other isms for the name Christian, and the doctrine of 
Christ. Preached at Portsmouth, N.H. September 10th, 1804, 
through the influence of Dr. Baldwin, the church in Woburn voted 
to withdraw the hand of fellowship from him: previous to this he 
withdrew from them. And as they gave no reason why, he thought 
it a duty to give the public the reasons in a pamphlet that year. The 
reasons were seven unscriptural things they held which he denied: 

"(1) Their name Baptists, (2) Articles, which are an addition to the 
perfect law of liberty, (3) Association of Churches which is contrary 
to the New Testament, (4) Holding the necessity of a college 
education to be ministers of the gospel, (5) Missionary Societies, (6) 
Councils to ordain ministers and settle disputes, (7) Installing and 
re-installing ministers. It appears from this work, that THE FIRST 
CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES WAS FORMED 
IN PORTSMOUTH, N.H. IN MARCH 1803: the second, in Boston 
in the Spring of 1804." 



MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, DECEMBER 1830, pg. 561-567: 
[JEWISH BAPTISM] Discussion with a Jewish Rabbi Judah. PAGE 

563: Q: "Do you use immersion in water as a religious institution 
for any purpose?" A: "It was used in proselyting a Gentile; but since 
proselytism had ceased this custom ceased. When any foreigner 
was added to the congregation, he was first circumcised, then 
sprinkled with sacrificial blood, and immersed in a running stream 
or bath; for we have a tradition that 'only by circumcision, sacrifice, 
and immersion, can a Gentile be received into the congregation,' for 
it was by circumcision, the blood of sprinkling, and immersion in 
the Red Sea, or in the cloud and sea, that we were dedicated to the 
Lord." 

MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, DECEMBER 1830, pg. 568-570: 
[FEELINGS] (Metaphysical Regeneration: Fullerism Exposed) Mr. 
[Archibald] McClean says, as quoted by Mr. Fuller, page 126, "It is 
not pleaded that any truth or sentiment is communicated to the 
mind by the Spirit, besides what is already revealed in the word, 
and the illumination of the Spirit is to make men perceive and 
understand that revelation which is already given, in its true light." 

Mr. Fuller contends for a quickening influence which he cannot 
explain; but such an impartation of life as that communicated to 
Tabitha by the immediate power of God, which at once makes the 
mind spiritual, destroys the enmity, and new-creates the soul 
previous to believing, and in order to believing the gospel. 

"That for which I contend," says he, page 120, "is that, there is a 
change effected in the soul of a sinner, called in scripture, giving 
him eyes to see, ears to hear, and a heart to understand - a new 
heart and a right spirit - a new creation, etc. - that this change is 
antecedent to his actively believing in Christ for salvation; and that 
it is not effected by motives addressed to the mind in a way of 
mortal suasion, but by the mighty power of God." 

In page 133 he represents Mr. McClean, his opponent, as essentially 
agreeing with him, and more fully explains this work of the Spirit 
upon the regeneration in the words following: "He [Mr. McC] holds 
with the necessity of a divine supernatural influence being 



superadded to the word, by which the mind is illuminated and 
rendered spiritual. But if divine influence consist in anything 
distinct from the influence of the word, it must be supernatural and 
physical. The party is also equally unconscious of it on his 
principles as on mind: he is conscious of nothing but its effects. He 
finds himself the subject of new views and sensations; but as to 
knowing whence they came, it is likely he thinks nothing of it at the 
time, and is ready to imagine that any person, if he would but look 
into the Bible, must see what he sees so plainly taught in it. He may 
be conscious of ideas suggested to him by the word, and of their 
effect upon his mind; but as to any divine influence accompanying 
them, he knows nothing of it." 

He also introduces President Edwards as teaching that a "new 
spiritual sense" is communicated in regeneration, and defining 
spiritual understanding in the following words, pg. 112: "It consists 
in a sense of the heart of the supreme beauty and sweetness of the 
holiness, or moral perfection of divine things, together with all that 
discerning and knowledge of things of religion, that depend upon 
the flow from such a sense." "Spiritual understanding consists 
primarily in a sense of heart of that spiritual beauty - I say, a sense 
of heart; for it is not speculation merely that is concerned in this 
kind of understanding."... 

Mr. Fuller labors to prove that faith is "a spiritual act" and a "holy 
act," in order to prove that a man must be spiritual and holy before 
he can perform such an act. "Believing is a holy exercise of the 
mind," pg. 52. to say, with Mr. Sandeman, that "the holiness of faith 
is in the truth," Mr. F. repudiates "because it places the nature of a 
thing in its cause, and in the object on which it terminates" pg. 53. 
Yet in page 39, he affirms that "to say that faith includes no 
holiness, and yet produces it as the seed does the plant, is to 
contradict the established laws of nature, according to which every 
seed produces its own body. If holiness, therefore, were not 
included in faith, it would not grow out of it." Now what is this but 
affirming that the nature of a thing is in its cause, and in the object 
on which it terminates? If Celadon loves Amelia as his mistress, is 
not his affection of the same nature with its cause and the object on 
which it terminates? 



MILLENNIAL HARBINGER, DECEMBER 1830, pg. 571-572: 
[DENUNCIATION BY BAPTISTS] (Letter to Editor: The Protest 
and Resolution of May's Lick Baptist Church) "Our church being in 
a state of painful confusion, resulting from attempts by Alexander 
Campbell and others to produce a reformation in society, as they 
have been in the habit of calling it - among other things, denying 
the direct influence of the Spirit till after baptism - contending that 
persons professing faith in Christ shall be baptized for the purpose 
of actually receiving forgiveness of sins - denying and rather 
ridiculing what we call christian experience, in part at least.... 

"Also against the conduct of the Campbells, Creaths, Smith and 
others who, in May, undertook to administer the supper in our 
meeting house - a number of our brethren joining in that thing 
without the authority of the church.... 

"That all of us, whose names are hereunto subscribed, protesting as 
above named, against the reformation are willing and determined 
to rally round the original constitution and covenant of the church, 
which has never been disannulled - associating therewith the 
principles of the Union between the Regular and Separate Baptists 
(see Articles of Union) which was adopted by the Elkhorn 
Association....before the confused and confusing system of things 
that has destroyed our peace." 

 

 


